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PREFACE TO THE NORTHERN EUROPE
& EURASIA EDITION

There is an ongoing conversation in our church internationally about the bound-
aries for the adaptations of the Book of Discipline, which a central conference can 
make (see ¶ 543.7), and what principles it has to follow when editing the Ameri-
can text (see ¶ 543.16). The northern europe and eurasia central conference 
2009 adopted the following principles. The examples show how they have been 
implemented in this edition.

1. We omit or replace with Northern European equivalents all references
 to exclusively American conditions.
 example: “University senate” is replaced with “northern europe &
 eurasia Board of higher education”

2. We simplify the organization by omitting overly detailed instructions.
 example: ¶643.1. There shall be in each annual conference a conference
 commission on religion and race or other structure to provide for
 these functions and maintain the connectional relationships. it shall
 follow the general guidelines and structure of the General commission
 on religion and race as outlined in ¶¶ 2002 and 2008, where
 applicable.
 2-5. Not relevant in the Northern Europe & Eurasia Central Conference 

3. We adapt the organization to Northern Europe & Eurasia reality.
 example: ¶ 639. Conference Board of Pensions—1. Authorization—There
 shall may be organized in each annual conference a conference board,
 auxiliary related to the General Board of pension and health Benefits,
 to be known as the conference board of pensions, hereinafter called
 the board, that shall have charge of the interests and work of
 providing for and contributing to the support, relief, assistance, and
 pensioning of clergy and their families, other church workers, and lay
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 employees of The United Methodist church, its institutions,
 organizations, and agencies within the annual conference, except as
 otherwise provided for by the general board.
 2-5. Not relevant in the Northern Europe & Eurasia Central Conference.
 This is followed up in ¶612, where the following is added to the
 functions of the annual conference council: f ) annual conference board
 of pensions, when not separately organized (¶639)

4. We make earlier adaptations clearer.
 example: The central conference has earlier created a committee on
 episcopacy on the northern europe level (¶550) by copying the
 provisions for the annual conference committee on episcopacy in ¶637.
 The annual conference committee was retained, however, which may
 have created both confusion and over-organization. now the annual
 conference committee is removed.
 
5. We align the terminology
 The name of the “central conference executive committee” (¶549) is
 changed to “central conference council” in line with the “conference
 council” mandatory for annual and national district conferences (¶611).

6. We reverse previous action to replace a text reflecting theological principles
 with one specific liturgical text.
 ¶217 has in the American text seven membership “vows, which are a
 part of the order of confirmation and reception to church.” We think
 it was a mistake to replace these vows with the old text from the
 scandinavian books of worship. 

7. We reverse previous action to adapt Social Principles.
 When the social principles were introduced in 1972, northern europe
 central conference initiated a hearing process in the annual
 conferences, which lead to a number of adaptations in the nordic
 edition of the Book of Discipline in 1976. since then, however, the
 General conference has made it clear that the power to adapt is related
 to “the special conditions and the mission of the church in the area…,
 especially concerning the organization and administration of the work
 on local church, district, and annual conference levels.” (¶543.7) it is
 difficult to interpret this as a power to change the social principles.
 principles have to be implemented in a variety of contexts, but the
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 same church cannot have different sets of principles. 
 Most of previous adaptations have been in paragraphs that later have
 been changed, and therefore “disappeared”. remaining in BoDne 2000
 was only the one in ¶160.f about “food safety”, where a single
 sentence has been inserted: “We will not accept that our food is
 genetically manipulated.” it is now removed

8. We remove a previous addition to the Historical Examination for Admission
 into Full Connection, and recommend that it is inserted in the liturgies for
 licensing, commissioning and ordination, and completed with the signing of
 a written document.
 in ¶¶330.5d and 336, northern europe central conference has added
 a question no. 20, “Will you solemnly promise to unswervingly
 maintain all confidences inviolate, whether entrusted to you in
 confession or during private pastoral conversations, and under no
 circumstances reveal such confidences?” it was a progressive act at the
 time, but later the General conference has added ¶341.5, “All clergy of
 The United Methodist church are charged to maintain all confidences
 inviolate, including confessional confidences, except in the cases of
 suspected child abuse or neglect or in cases where mandatory reporting
 is required by law.”  one can also question whether it is proper to add a
 single question to a historical examination, which the church has
 chosen otherwise to keep unchanged over centuries.
 We recommend that all annual and district conferences make sure that
 the question or its equivalent is included in the liturgies for licensing,
 commissioning and ordination. We also suggest that all conferences
 create policy for signing a document committing to professional secrecy.   

9. Reinstate text that the central conference earlier has decided to delete.
 The northern europe central conference in pärnu 1997 decided not
 to introduce the order of Deacons and order of elders (see necc
 1997 Minutes ¶ 31), because there were no potential members of the
 order of Deacons at the time. This has now changed, and it is therefore
 time to reverse the decision.

10. We make new and update old additions needed in the Northern Europe
 & Eurasia context.
 a) We add paragraphs needed to describe the northern europe
  & eurasia central conference, such as ¶¶549 (central
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  conference council), 550 (committee on episcopacy), 551
  (other central conference work), and a new 553 (european
  Methodist council)
 b) We remove the annual conference episcopal residence
  committee (¶638), and make it a function of central
  conference council (¶549h)
 c) We reconstruct ¶2501 in an attempt to meet the need in some
  of our countries to clarify the ownership of property, make
  known earlier official names of our church, and describe to
  authorities the fact that local churches are incorporated as
  separate entities at the same time as they remain integrated
  parts of the annual conference. 
   4. The incorporated annual conferences in northern
   europe & eurasia and their legal predecessors are…
   5. A local church or charge may be incorporated
   separately while retaining its character as an integrated
   part of the annual conference.

We believe that this has added to the clarity and usefulness of our Discipline. 
We are thankful to the committee on the Book of Discipline and its members, 
Øyvind helliesen, knut refsdal, Jørgen Thaarup and hans Växby, for their work. 
especially we want to express our appreciation to knut refsdal, who has recorded 
the decisions of the committee and edited the whole book.

if any misprinting or inconsistency is spotted, we appreciate to be informed. Up-
dates will be done continually as needed on www.umc-northerneurope.org

 Bishop christian Alsted   Bishop hans Växby
 nordic and Baltic Area   eurasia Area
 bishop@umc-northerneurope.org  bishop@umc-eurasia.ru 
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to all people and pastors of United Methodism: 
“Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”
 —1 corinthians 1:3

The Discipline of The United Methodist church is the product of over 200 years 
of the General conferences of the denominations that now form The United 
Methodist church.

The Discipline as the instrument for setting forth the laws, plan, polity, and 
process by which United Methodists govern themselves remains constant. each 
General conference amends, perfects, clarifies, and adds its own contribution to 
the Discipline. We do not see the Discipline as sacrosanct or infallible, but we 
do consider it a document suitable to our heritage. it is the most current state-
ment of how United Methodists agree to live their lives together. it reflects our 
understanding of the church and articulates the mission of The United Method-
ist church: to make disciples of Jesus christ for the transformation of the world. 
The Discipline defines what is expected of its laity and clergy as they seek to be 
effective witnesses in the world as a part of the whole body of christ.
This book of covenant sets forth the theological grounding of The United Meth-
odist church in biblical faith, and affirms that we go forward as “loyal heirs to 
all that [is] best in the christian past.” it makes clear that The United Methodist 
church is an inclusive society without regard to ethnic origin, economic condi-
tion, gender, age, or the disabilities of its constituents. it asserts that all who are 
baptized and confirmed are ministers of Jesus christ. it affirms the conciliar prin-
ciple and connectionalism as distinctive marks of United Methodist ecclesiology, 
makes clear the global character of the church’s mission, and declares interdepen-
dence with other christian bodies both in spirit and cooperation. it affirms with 
John Wesley that solitary religion is invalid and that christ lays claim upon the 
whole life of those who accept him as lord and savior.
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We therefore commend this Discipline to all in our constituency and to friends 
beyond our bounds who would seek to understand what it means to be a United 
Methodist. communication is essential for understanding what the church is 
and does. We expect the Discipline to be found in libraries of local churches, col-
leges, universities, and seminaries, as well as in the homes of ordained, diaconal, 
and licensed ministers and lay members of The United Methodist church. We 
pray that it will enable all persons to celebrate God’s grace, exalt the meaning 
of faithful discipleship, align with the mission, and inspire on the part of many 
a deeper desire to be more effective witnesses for the head of the church, even 
Jesus christ our lord.

    The council of Bishops
     Gregory V. palmer, president
     larry Goodpaster, president Designate
     robert e. hayes, Jr., secretary
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Juan ermete Gattinoni  1932
Junius ralph Magee  1932
ralph spaulding cushman 1932
elmer Wesley praetorius  1934
charles h. stauffacher  1934
Jarrell Waskom pickett  1935
roberto Valenzuela elphick 1936
Wilbur emery hammaker 1936
charles Wesley flint  1936
Garfield Bromley oxnam 1936
Alexander preston shaw  1936
John Mckendree springer 1936
f. h. otto Melle  1936
ralph Ansel Ward  1937
Victor otterbein Weidler  1938
ivan lee holt  1938
William Walter peele  1938

clare purcell  1938
charles claude selecman  1938
John lloyd Decell  1938
William clyde Martin  1938
William turner Watkins  1938
James henry straughn  1939
John calvin Broomfield  1939
William Alfred carroll hughes 1940
lorenzo houston king  1940
Bruce richard Baxter  1940
shot kumar Mondol  1940
clement Daniel rockey  1941
enrique carlos Balloch  1941
Z. t. kaung  1941
Wen Yuan chen  1941
George carleton lacy  1941
fred l. Dennis  1941
Dionisio Deista Alejandro 1944
fred pierce corson  1944
Walter earl ledden  1944
lewis oliver hartman  1944
newell snow Booth  1944
Willis Jefferson king  1944
robert nathaniel Brooks  1944
edward Wendall kelly  1944
William Angie smith  1944
paul elliott Martin  1944
costen Jordan harrell  1944
paul neff Garber  1944
charles Wesley Brashares  1944
schuyler edward Garth  1944
Arthur frederick Wesley  1944
John Abdus subhan  1945
John Balmer showers  1945
August Theodor Arvidson 1946
Johann Wilhelm ernst sommer 1946
John Wesley edward Bowen 1948
lloyd christ Wicke  1948
John Wesley lord  1948
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Dana Dawson  1948
Marvin Augustus franklin 1948
roy hunter short  1948
richard campbell raines 1948
Marshall russell reed  1948
harry clifford northcott  1948
hazen Graff Werner  1948
Glenn randall phillips  1948
Gerald hamilton kennedy 1948
Donald harvey tippett  1948
Jose labarrete Valencia  1948
sante Uberto Barbieri  1949
raymond leroy Archer  1950
David Thomas Gregory  1950
frederick Buckley newell 1952
edgar Amos love  1952
Matthew Wesley clair Jr.  1952
John Warren Branscomb  1952
henry Bascom Watts  1952
D. stanley coors  1952
edwin edgar Voigt  1952
francis Gerald ensley  1952
Alsie raymond Grant  1952
Julio Manuel sabanes  1952
friedrich Wunderlich  1953
odd Arthur hagen  1953
ferdinand sigg  1954
reuben herbert Mueller  1954
harold rickel heininger  1954
lyle lynden Baughman  1954
prince Albert taylor Jr.  1956
eugene Maxwell frank  1956
nolan Bailey harmon  1956
Bachman Gladstone hodge 1956
hobart Baumann Amstutz 1956
ralph edward Dodge  1956
Mangal singh  1956
Gabriel sundaram  1956
paul e. V. shannon  1957

John Gordon howard  1957
hermann Walter kaebnick 1958
W. Maynard sparks  1958
paul Murray herrick  1958
Bowman foster stockwell 1960
fred Garrigus holloway  1960
William Vernon Middleton 1960
William ralph Ward Jr.  1960
James kenneth Mathews  1960
oliver eugene slater  1960
William kenneth pope  1960
paul Vernon Galloway  1960
Aubrey Grey Walton  1960
kenneth Wilford copeland 1960
everett Walter palmer  1960
ralph taylor Alton  1960
edwin ronald Garrison  1960
torney otto nall Jr.  1960
charles franklin Golden  1960
noah Watson Moore Jr.  1960
Marquis lafayette harris 1960
James Walton henley  1960
Walter clark Gum  1960
paul hardin Jr.  1960
John owen smith  1960
paul William Milhouse  1960
pedro ricardo Zottele  1962
James samuel Thomas  1964
William Mcferrin stowe  1964
Walter kenneth Goodson 1964
Dwight ellsworth loder  1964
robert Marvin stuart  1964
edward J. pendergrass Jr.  1964
Thomas Marion pryor  1964
homer ellis finger Jr.  1964
earl Gladstone hunt Jr.  1964
francis enmer kearns  1964
lance Webb  1964
escrivao Anglaze Zunguze 1964
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robert fielden lundy  1964
harry peter Andreassen  1964
John Wesley shungu  1964
Alfred Jacob shaw  1965
prabhakar c. B. Balaram  1965
stephen trowen nagbe  1965
franz Werner schäfer  1966
Benjamin i. Guansing  1967
lineunt scott Allen  1967
paul Arthur Washburn  1968
carl ernst sommer  1968
David frederick Wertz  1968
Alsie henry carleton  1968
roy calvin nichols  1968
Arthur James Armstrong  1968
William ragsdale cannon 1968
Abel tendekayi Muzorewa 1968
cornelio M. ferrer  1968
paul locke A. Granadosin 1968
Joseph r. lance  1968
ram Dutt Joshi  1968
eric Algernon Mitchell  1969
federico Jose pagura  1969
Armin e. härtel  1970
ole edvard Borgen  1970
finis Alonzo crutchfield Jr. 1972
Joseph hughes Yeakel  1972
robert e. Goodrich Jr.  1972
carl Julian sanders  1972
ernest t. Dixon Jr.  1972
Don Wendell holter  1972
Wayne k. clymer  1972
Joel Duncan McDavid  1972
edward Gonzalez carroll  1972
Jesse robert DeWitt  1972
James Mase Ault  1972
John B. Warman  1972
Mack B. stokes  1972
Jack Marvin tuell  1972

Melvin e. Wheatley Jr.  1972
edward lewis tullis  1972
frank lewis robertson  1972
Wilbur Wong Yan choy  1972
robert McGrady Blackburn 1972
emilio J. M. de carvalho  1972
fama onema  1972
Mamidi elia peter  1972
Bennie de Quency Warner 1973
J. kenneth shamblin  1976
Alonzo Monk Bryan  1976
kenneth William hicks  1976
James chess lovern  1976
leroy charles hodapp  1976
edsel Albert Ammons  1976
c. Dale White  1976
ngoy kimba Wakadilo  1976
Almeida penicela  1976
laVerne D. Mercado  1976
hermann ludwig sticher 1977
shantu kumar A. parmar 1979
Thomas syla Bangura  1979
John Alfred ndoricimpa  1980
William talbot handy Jr. 1980
John Wesley hardt  1980
Benjamin ray oliphint  1980
louis Wesley schowengerdt 1980
Melvin George talbert  1980
paul Andrews Duffey  1980
edwin charles Boulton  1980
John William russell  1980
fitz herbert skeete  1980
George Willis Bashore  1980
roy clyde clark  1980
William Boyd Grove  1980
emerson stephen colaw  1980
Marjorie swank Matthews 1980
carlton printess Minnick Jr 1980
calvin Dale Mcconnell  1980
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kainda katembo  1980
emerito p. nacpil  1980
Arthur flumo kulah  1980
felton edwin May  1984
ernest A. fitzgerald  1984
r. kern eutsler  1984
J. Woodrow hearn  1984
Walter l. Underwood  1984
richard B. Wilke  1984
J. lloyd knox  1984
neil l. irons  1984
roy isao sano  1984
lewis Bevel Jones iii  1984
forrest c. stith  1984
ernest W. newman  1984
Woodie W. White  1984
robert crawley Morgan  1984
David J. lawson  1984
elias Gabriel Galvan  1984
rueben philip Job  1984
leontine t. kelly  1984
Judith craig  1984
rüdiger rainer Minor  1986
Jose castro Gamboa Jr.  1986
Thomas Barber stockton  1988
harold hasbrouck hughes Jr. 1988
richard carl looney  1988
robert hitchcock spain  1988
susan Murch Morrison  1988
r. sheldon Duecker  1988
Joseph Benjamin Bethea  1988
William B. oden  1988
Bruce p. Blake  1988
charles Wilbourne hancock 1988
clay foster lee Jr.  1988
sharon A. Brown christopher 1988
Dan e. solomon  1988
William B. lewis  1988
William W. Dew Jr.  1988

Moises Domingos fernandes 1988
Joao somane Machado  1988
Walter klaiber  1989
heinrich Bolleter  1989
hans Växby  1989
Alfred lloyd norris  1992
Joe Allen Wilson  1992
robert eugene fannin  1992
Amelia Ann B. sherer  1992
Albert frederick Mutti  1992
raymond harold owen  1992
Joel neftali Martinez  1992
Donald Arthur ott  1992
kenneth lee carder  1992
hae Jong kim  1992
William Wesley Morris  1992
Marshall leroy Meadors Jr. 1992
charles Wesley Jordan  1992
sharon Zimmerman rader 1992
s. clifton ives  1992
Mary Ann swenson  1992
Done peter Dabale  1992
Joseph humper  1992
christopher Jokomo  1992
Daniel c. Arichea Jr.  1994
Benjamin Gutierrez  1994
G. lindsey Davis  1996
Joseph e. pennel Jr.   1996
charlene payne kammerer 1996
Alfred Johnson  1996
cornelius l. henderson  1996
susan Wolfe hassinger  1996
J. lawrence Mccleskey  1996
ernest s. lyght  1996
Janice riggle huie  1996
Marion M. edwards  1996
c. Joseph sprague  1996
peter D. Weaver  1996
Jonathan D. keaton  1996
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ray W. chamberlain, Jr.  1996
John l. hopkins  1996
Michael J. coyner  1996
edward W. paup  1996
ntambo nkulu ntanda  1996
larry M. Goodpaster  2000
rhymes h. Moncure Jr.  2000
Beverly J. shamana  2000
Violet l. fisher  2000
Gregory Vaughn palmer  2000
William W. hutchinson  2000
B. Michael Watson  2000
D. Max Whitfield  2000
Benjamin roy chamness  2000
linda lee  2000
James r. king  2000
Bruce r. ough  2000
Warner h. Brown Jr.  2000
José Quipungo  2000
Gaspar Joao Domingos  2000
leo A. soriano  2000
Benjamin A. Justo  2000
John G. innis  2000
Øystein olsen  2001
timothy W. Whitaker  2001
solito k. toquero  2001
Marcus Matthews  2004
sudarshana Devadhar  2004
Jeremiah J. park  2004
hope Morgan Ward  2004
William h. Willimon  2004
James e. swanson sr  2004
hee-soo-Jung  2004
robert e. hayes Jr  2004
Alfred W. Gwinn Jr  2004
John r. schol  2004
richard J. Wills Jr  2004
robert c. schnase  2004
Deborah l. kiesey  2004

Jane Allen Middleton  2004
Thomas J. Bickerton  2004
scott J. Jones  2004
charles n. crutchfield  2004
robert t. hoshibata  2004
Mary Virginia taylor  2004
sally Dyck  2004
Minerva G. carcaño  2004
eben k. nhiwatiwa  2004
hans Växby   2005
David k. Yemba   2005
rosemarie J. Wenner   2005
Benjamin Boni   2005
patrick ph. streiff   2005
Daniel A. Wandabula   2006
kefas k. Mavula   2007
paul lee leeland   2008
Wilbert earl Bledsoe   2008
peggy A. Johnson   2008
John Michael lowry   2008
Julius calvin trimble   2008
Grant J. hagiya   2008
James e. Dorff   2008
elaine J. W. stanovsky   2008
Joaquina filipe nhanala   2008
christian Alsted 2009
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